Afghan-Australian Community
and Settlement Support Grants

On 14 October 2021, The Hon Alex Hawke MP, Minister for
Immigration, Citizenship, Migrant Services and Multicultural Affairs
announced new funding of $27.1 million for a tailored Afghan
settlement support package.
The package includes $8.0 million for the Afghan-Australian
Community and Settlement Support grant program, which will support
Afghan-Australian and other community and grassroot organisations
undertaking critical work to welcome and support recent Afghan
evacuees.
• $7.0 million over two years in grants
• $1.0 million over two years for capacity building for organisations
receiving funding and for program administration
• Grant round one will open before the end of the year

The Afghan-Australian Community and Settlement Support grant
program will be administered by Migration Council Australia.
MCA is a national peak multicultural, migration and settlement body
established in 2012.
MCA brings demonstrated experience and expertise in
engaging with migrant and refugee communities and with
the settlement sector across Australia. MCA also works
extensively with a range of other sectors to improve access,
experience and outcomes for people from migrant and
refugee backgrounds.

Desired outcomes of the program
• Community organisations are:
• better able to support vulnerable community members
• able to demonstrate sound governance and organisational structures
• organisations with strong leaders, including women leaders who are
able to advocate for their community
• able to link and refer community members into settlement and
integration supports
• Refugees and humanitarian entrants:
• participate socially within their community
• have a sense of belonging within the Afghan-Australian and boarder
community.

Grant Rounds
• Grant Round One: opening soon for projects commencing in January 2022
(projects can be up to 18 months in duration).
• Grant Round Two: May 2022 for projects commencing in July 2022 (projects
can be up to 12 months in duration).

Funding Available

• For 12 month projects funding ranges from $20,000 - $250,000.
• For 17 month projects funding ranges from $30,000 - $375,000.

Application Process

• Information session for interested applicants at the beginning of each grant
round
• Applications will be accepted via an online submission form and a specific
e-mail grants@migrationcouncil.org.au
• All applications will be assessed against the organisational eligibility criteria
and proposed grant activities eligibility
• An independent assessment panel will be convened to consider the
applications.

Each eligible application will be considered on its merits, based on:
• How well it meets the criteria
• How it compares to other applications
• Whether it provides value for money.

Consideration will be given to:
• Overall objectives of the grant program
• Ensuring that the proposed activities will be delivered in locations where
Afghan evacuees are residing and that the number of organisations
operating in each area is proportionate to the number of Afghan evacuees
in each location
• How the activity will be delivered.

Funding can be spent on:
• Staff salaries and on-costs that can be directly attributed to the delivery of
the grant activity
• Grant activities expenditure consistent with the grant agreement
• Operating and administrative expenses related to the delivery of the
grant activities

What the funding cannot be used for:
• Purchase of land
• Major capital expenditure
• Overseas travel
• Overseas activities
• Services that duplicate those delivered by the Humanitarian Settlement
Program or other settlement or mainstream services.

Application Criteria

• Criterion 1: Demonstrate your understanding of the need for support
within the target Afghan cohort (40%).
• Criterion 2: Describe your proposed activity and how it will achieve positive
outcomes for the target cohort (40%).
• Criterion 3: Demonstrate your organisation’s capability to achieve
objectives for the target cohort and successfully deliver the activity on time
and within budget (20%).

Evaluation and Learning Circles
MCA will evaluate the grant program to scope the impact and outcomes.
Funded organisations will be required to participate in MCA-facilitated
monthly learning circles through the duration of their activities to share
learnings and experiences from their projects, identify emerging issues, and
exchange knowledge and expertise.
Funded organisations will be required to participate in an MCA-facilitated
capacity-building program targeted at the organisational, as well as the
individual leadership levels.

You can find more information and the application form at:
www.aacassgrants.org.au

You can email:
grants@migrationcouncil.org.au

